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MEETING DATE:  September 21, 2016 
 
TO:    PINAL COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
CASE NO.:  PZ-PA-001-16 & SUP-002-16 (Passarelli Farms Airstrip) 
 
CASE COORDINATOR: Dedrick Denton 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
This is Non-Major Comprehensive Plan Amendment from Very Low Density Residential to 
Secondary Airport and a Special Use Permit for the operation of a private airstrip on 118.7±. 
 
If This Request is Approved: 
 
This Non-Major Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Special Use Permit would allow the 
property owner to operate a private airstrip for business use in the Eloy area. 
 
Staff Recommendation/Issues for Consideration/Concern: 
 
Staff recommends approval of the request with the attached stipulations. 
 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: A 118.7± acre parcel situated in a portion of the N½ of Section 21, T9S, 

R8E, G&SRB&M (legal on file). 
 
TAX PARCELS: 411-32-025, 026, and 028 
 
LANDOWNER/APPLICANT: Mike Passarelli 
 
REQUESTED ACTION & PURPOSE: Mike Passarelli, landowner/applicant, requesting approval 

of a Non-Major Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Special Use Permit to operate a 
private airstrip for business use only. 

 
LOCATION: Located adjacent to the south side of Ellis Road, 2 miles west of Picacho Highway 

in the Eloy area. 
 
SIZE:  118.7± acres. 
 
HISTORY:  The subject property is zoned GR and is vacant. 
 
COMMISSION ACTION/RECOMMENDATION: At the hearing, after discussion with the 

applicant, staff and the Commission, together with evidence presented, & public 
testimony the Commission voted unanimously to recommend Approval of PZ-PA-001-
16 and SUP-002-16 based upon the record as presented. 
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SUP-002-16 
Stipulations 

 
1. A Traffic Impact Analysis will be required to be submitted to the County Engineer at 

the time of Site Plan submittal for review and approval. The TIA shall comply with the 
current Pinal County Traffic Impact Assessment Guidelines and Procedures and 
shall be approved prior to the Site Plan approval; 

 
2. a drainage report will be required to be submitted to the County Engineer at the time 

of Site Plan submittal for review and approval. The drainage report shall comply with 
the current Pinal County Drainage Manual and shall be approved prior to the Site 
Plan approval; 

 
3. the drainage plan shall be in accordance with the current Pinal County Drainage 

Manual. The approved Drainage Plan shall provide retention for storm waters in an 
on-site retention area; 

 
4. all Federal, State and County regulations shall be adhered to and all required 

approvals, plans, submittal documents and permits be submitted and obtained, 
including but not limited to, planning clearance, building, sewage disposal, right-of-
way use permit, handling and disposal of waste water, air quality permit, security 
lighting, fire protection, landscaping, signage, etc.; 

 
5. the proposed airstrip shall not be for public use. Any change to this status, as defined 

by the Federal Aviation Administration and the Arizona Department of 
Transportation, will require a new Special Use Permit; 

 
6. any change or expansion of use shall require the approval of the Board of 

Supervisors under the procedures pursuant to Section 2.150.020 of the Development 
Services Code; 

 
7. all construction activity must conform to the Earthmoving Activity requirements of the 

Pinal County Air Quality Control District; 
 
8. the applicant shall provide dust abatement on the runway and parking areas 

satisfactory to the Pinal County Air Quality Control District; 
 
9. the runway shall be treated with a dust abatement product such as Gorilla -Snot.   
 
10. applicant/owner shall attend a site plan pre-application meeting with staff.  If staff 

determines that a formal site plan review is required, the applicant/owner shall 
receive site plan approval prior to operation in accordance with Chapter 2.200 of the 
Pinal County Development Services Code; 

 
11. all proposed outdoor lighting must conform to the applicable requirements of the 

Pinal County Development Services Code; 
 
12. the layout, design and set up and operation of the private airstrip shall be as shown 

and set forth on the applicant’s submittal documents and development plan; 
 
13. only single engine aircraft are permitted; 
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14. the number of flights shall not exceed 50 per month; 
 
15. operation of the facility shall be limited to daylight hours; 
 
16. commercial flights are prohibited and commercial operations are restricted to the 

maintenance of single engine aircraft; 
 
17. no storage of aviation fuel onsite; 
 
18. no more than nine aircrafts onsite. 
 
19. no signs advertising the use are permitted; 
 
20. all hazardous waste shall be disposal of by a professional environmental services 

company such as Safety-Kleen; 
 
21. applicant/owner shall submit proof of waste disposal service contract at the site plan 

pre-application meeting; 
 
22. the applicant shall keep the property free of trash, litter and debris; 
 
23. the permit is set for annual review beginning June 16, 2016; and 
 
24. violation of these conditions at any time may invoke revocation proceedings by the 

Pinal County Community Development Services Department.  
 

 
  



August 18, 2016 Regular Meeting 

Page 3 of 55 

on when is the Director going to actually take over these 1 

extensions. 2 

ABRAHAM:  Again, you must be reading my mind again, 3 

because that one – this is one of the last three, I believe, 4 

that are still out there, that are still under that old plat 5 

extension methodology.  So that’s – not to jump too far ahead 6 

in the meeting, but that is another reason why I’m going to 7 

talk to you about it (inaudible). 8 

HARTMAN:  All right, that sounds good.  Thank you 9 

for that explanation.  All right, moving on with items 5 and 10 

6, they will be heard as one – at one public – as one public 11 

hearing case PZ-PA-001-16, and SUP-002-16.  Dedrick, I think 12 

you’re going to take this case, if you will. 13 

DENTON:  I am. 14 

HARTMAN:  These two cases. 15 

DENTON:  That’s correct.  As you mentioned, this is 16 

PZ-PA-001-16 and SUP-002-16.  This case was continued by the 17 

Planning and Zoning Commission to allow the applicant enough 18 

time to follow back up with the Army National Guard, and then 19 

also follow up with Eloy, and then an adjacent property owner.  20 

Since that time, they give you a quick update.  The applicant 21 

has had time to reach out to those agencies and entities and 22 

individuals, and there’s a letter in your packet that the Army 23 

National Guard said they’re okay with the proposal.  Eloy, 24 

they’re okay with the proposal as well.  The applicant has 25 
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reached out to the adjacent property owner and I did receive a 1 

letter from him yesterday, basically stating, you know, the 2 

reason for his withdrawals of this objection is because of the 3 

private agreement that they’re working out, and in conjunction 4 

with all the stips that’s associated with the case.  And with 5 

that, I will jump into my presentation.  To refresh the 6 

memories of the Commission, the applicant is seeking approval 7 

of a Special Use Permit to operate a private airstrip for 8 

business use.  It’s 118 acres, and then to let – well I need 9 

to update that, but to date with the one neighbor withdrawing 10 

his opposition, that we haven’t received anything as far as 11 

opposition or any letters in support.  The location of this 12 

property is about a mile southeast of the City of Eloy, and 13 

the applicant is Mike Passarelli.  The site is located in the 14 

southern portion of the site as indicated by the star.  The 15 

area in question today is outlined or shaded in red.  It’s on 16 

the Ellis Road Alignment, just went of the Picacho Freeway.  17 

The Comprehensive Plan is Very Low Density Residential 18 

currently, and the applicant is seeking to change that to 19 

Secondary Airport, along with his application.  And that’s the 20 

Secondary Airport designation on this map, it shows you how 21 

the area will look with the Secondary Airport.  The existing 22 

zoning is General Rural.  And there’s some State Land to the 23 

north and basically the property is surrounded by General 24 

Rural Zoning.  Aerial photograph of the site.  And this is the 25 
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applicant site plan and he is proposing that runway on the 1 

western side of the property running in a diagonal shape from 2 

the southeast to the northwest.  And the photos was taken on 3 

Ellis Road and this is looking north into State Land.  This is 4 

looking south into the property.  And this is looking east.  5 

And this looking west.  And staff recommendation is for 6 

approval with the 24 stipulations that was included in the 7 

Planning and Zoning Commission packet.  And that concludes my 8 

presentation and the applicant is available for any questions 9 

that the Commission may have. 10 

HARTMAN:  Dedrick on the – one question, on the 11 

water conveyance area there, is that the Santa Cruz? 12 

DENTON:  That’s correct. 13 

HARTMAN:  It is the Santa Cruz. 14 

DENTON:  Yes. 15 

HARTMAN:  All right.  We’ll probably have some 16 

questions.  It looks like the property owner owns both the 17 

east and the west side of that Santa Cruz. 18 

DENTON:  Yes, I believe so. 19 

HARTMAN:  All right.  So that’s the way that this 20 

aerial looks like to me.  So anyway.  With that, we’ll call 21 

the applicant to come forward.  If you will, state your name 22 

and address, and then write – might not be a pen there – and 23 

write your name and address down. 24 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I have a question first of Dedrick. 25 
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HARTMAN:  Okay.  Go ahead and write – be writing 1 

while she’s… 2 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  On the aerial.  On the aerial that 3 

– yeah, right there.  What are all those – are they – is that4 

a horse farm? 5 

DENTON:  Are you talking to the south of the 6 

property? 7 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Yes. 8 

DENTON:  It’s a agricultural operation that’s out 9 

there, that’s south of the property. 10 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  But what are all those shed-like 11 

stuff? 12 

DENTON:  That’s some buildings out there that’s 13 

associated with agricultural use.  I don’t know what the 14 

buildings are, to answer your question. 15 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I thought it was a horse farm, but 16 

anyway.  Thank you. 17 

HARTMAN:  All right, Mike. 18 

PASSARELLI:  How are you guys doing today?  To 19 

answer your question ma’am, those - 20 

HARTMAN:  Go ahead and state your name for the 21 

record. 22 

PASSARELLI:  Oh sorry.  My name’s Mike Passarelli.  23 

3862 East Kousay, San Tan Valley, Arizona.  To answer your 24 

question, those are actually hay, hay barn type things where 25 



August 18, 2016 Regular Meeting 

Page 7 of 55 

they have alfalfa or hay.  They’re huge.  I guess they grow it 1 

out there and they store it there.  So – 2 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  And while I’ve got your attention 3 

there, as he asked, the Chairman asked about the Santa Cruz, I 4 

know it goes into the Green Reservoir at some point, so in the 5 

last couple rains, did you have a lot of water out there? 6 

PASSARELLI:  No, we’ve actually own the property a 7 

little over a year now, and every time it rains I go out there 8 

to see what type of a flood or if any flood ever happens.  9 

I’ve only seen water in it one time, and it looked like it was 10 

from a farmer upstream actually draining his water into it and 11 

out.  So I’ve never seen any water run through there.  The 12 

people that live south of us said he’s been out there, I 13 

think, nine years, he’s never seen any water in it either.  14 

But that doesn’t mean there never will be any water in it, so 15 

– 16 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Because just this last rain, I 17 

believe a lot of it goes towards the Green Reservoir, in fact 18 

Sunland Gin was washed out, the bridge was washed out, because 19 

it goes south of you, most for some reason goes south of you. 20 

PASSARELLI:  I drove out there when I – because they 21 

advertised on the news that it was flooding out there, so I 22 

drove out there and wanted to see, and we weren’t affected at 23 

all by it.  So I don’t know, I didn’t actually see any 24 

flooding anywhere in the area that I drove around us, so I 25 



August 18, 2016 Regular Meeting 

Page 8 of 55 

don’t know where that actual flooding took place. 1 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  And on that aerial, can you point 2 

out where Picacho Highway is? 3 

PASSARELLI:  Sure.  Picacho Highway is a mile to the 4 

right, which would be, I guess, southeast of us. 5 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Okay.  I have my bearings now, 6 

thank you. 7 

PASSARELLI:  Sure. 8 

HARTMAN:  Okay, if you would, go ahead with your 9 

presentation, and then we’ll come and open it up to the 10 

Commission for questioning. 11 

PASSARELLI:  Okay.  So first of all we’d like to 12 

thank you for giving us a couple extra months going through, 13 

working through some of this stuff.  We are the Passarellis 14 

and we’re looking to get a Special Use Permit and 15 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment for a private airstrip on our 16 

property out there.  The private airstrip will be used for 17 

personal use, and we are going to be using it as a home base 18 

for an aircraft leasing company, but it’ll only be used for us 19 

to bring our airplanes home, do our work on them, and then the 20 

airplanes will leave.  It’s not designed to have customer 21 

interaction out at the property, other than us doing our 22 

maintenance.  Employees out there for the company is just 23 

myself and my wife, that’s it.  So that’s a business aspect of 24 

it.  We’ve worked with the FAA, we’ve got a no objection 25 
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letter from the FAA.  We worked with the Air National Guard, 1 

making sure we can get in and out of the airspace out there.  2 

It’s actually a big safety benefit for us to be talking to 3 

them at Picacho tower.  So that works out great for us.  And 4 

we worked with Eloy as well, getting a no obligation letter 5 

from them.  The rest of the property, we want to do something 6 

agricultural with.  We haven’t quite made a decision what that 7 

is yet, so we’re working on that, once we get past this point 8 

right here. 9 

HARTMAN:  Okay, you ready for us? 10 

PASSARELLI:  Yeah, beat me up. 11 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  My first question is, on 12 

maintenance of the runway, what do you do – what are you 13 

planning to do with – in maintaining that runway? 14 

PASSARELLI:  Well right now we’re just going to 15 

level it off and create a landing strip, and then we’re 16 

looking at different products you can put on the dirt that 17 

makes it hard.  Gorilla Snot is one of the name brands.  You 18 

mix it with the soil and you put it down.  Supposedly what 19 

they say is it’ll make it almost as hard as asphalt, keep the 20 

dust down and to keep it maintained.  I don’t know how it 21 

works with all the rodents and stuff out there, so that’s 22 

something we’re going to have to check into, but it may be 23 

something to where I have to buy a blade and keep it bladed 24 

off and, you know, keep maintaining it on a regular basis.  25 
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The use is going to be very minimal probably the first couple 1 

years.  You know, I don’t see a whole lot of maintenance, 2 

other than when I’m going to be using it.  So now down the 3 

road if we get to where we do get nine aircraft for the 4 

stipulations and we’re using it more and more, then we will 5 

look at doing something way more to where it’s a hard packed 6 

surface and there most of the time. 7 

HARTMAN:  On your pad area, do you plan on doing any 8 

improvements to the pad area where you’re going to park your 9 

airplanes? 10 

PASSARELLI:  :  Other than the hangar, no.  I mean 11 

if we put asphalt or something there just to make it for the 12 

taxiway in and out, that would be it.  I don’t really 13 

anticipate a lot of that, other than from the airstrip 14 

straight to the hangar.  Know what I mean?  So we may look at 15 

doing concrete there, because we’re going to be putting a 16 

concrete floor in the hangar anyway, so we may do a  concrete 17 

pad outside of the hangar.  So yeah. 18 

HARTMAN:  On that area, you might want to consider 19 

some type of soil enhancement to keep it from – the dust from 20 

– particulate matter from coming up and being a problem,21 

because you’ll be revving up engines and turning planes around 22 

and doing different maneuvers and whatever, but that’s 23 

probably your personal choice. 24 

PASSARELLI:  :  Yeah, I don’t - 25 
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HARTMAN:  Your neighbors, how – what’s the closest 1 

neighbor to you? 2 

PASSARELLI:  Probably the closest neighbor is at 3 

least 600 feet away from us, from where that work would be 4 

happening.  Maybe even more, probably more like 1200 feet away 5 

from us. 6 

HARTMAN:  Maybe of a quarter of a, quarter of a 7 

mile? 8 

PASSARELLI:  Yeah, yep. 9 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  All right, Commission Members.  10 

Questions?  Okay, Putrick. 11 

PUTRICK:  Morning. 12 

PASSARELLI:  Morning. 13 

PUTRICK:  I just have a few questions about the 14 

operation itself.  You’re talking about a minimal number of 15 

airplanes and you’re going to do the maintenance there.  I 16 

spent over 40 years in aviation, so on the aviation side of 17 

the commercial airplanes.  But I know that you run into – in 18 

different hours you get – you have different requirements for 19 

maintenance, so I’m envisioning that you’re going to have to 20 

have – you’re probably going to have to have mechanics there 21 

and some other people there, so – to do any kind of 22 

maintenance, unless you’re going to do maintenance, heavy 23 

maintenance elsewhere.  For instance, what do you do if you 24 

have to do an engine change? 25 
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PASSARELLI:  So the heavy maintenance will be done 1 

by me at the airstrip.  The company is designed to I’ll bring 2 

an airplane in that is timed out – I don’t know if you’re 3 

familiar with that being in aviation – I’ll do the engine, 4 

whatever needs to be done, bring it in annual, and then I’ll 5 

put it up for lease.  When I say lease, I’m leasing it to a 6 

different company, not to an individual.  So the lease will go 7 

to say somebody in Prescott, and they’ll own it for a year, 8 

and they will take care of the maintenance and take care of 9 

the aircraft while they have it.  And then when they’re done 10 

with their lease, they’ll bring it back to me.  If the 11 

aircraft is still in its time limits, we’ll just put it back 12 

up for lease and let it hang out until somebody leases it 13 

again.  So as far as the heavy maintenance it will be done by 14 

me.  Maybe my son will help out on occasion, but I’ve ran a 15 

flight school where I had multiple airplanes running me all 16 

day long, and really don’t want to get into that aspect – 17 

PUTRICK:  I got you, I’m just curious. 18 

PASSARELLI:  Yeah, so.  That answers it? 19 

PUTRICK:  So, I like the idea.  You know, it’s 20 

another business for the County, and I think if you grow that 21 

business, it can be really good.  Are you – do you have any 22 

relationship to Embry-Riddle in Prescott? 23 

PASSARELLI:  I don’t. 24 

PUTRICK:  Okay. 25 
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PASSARELLI:  I’d like to moving forward.  Yeah. 1 

PUTRICK:  Okay.  I have a good friend who’s a 2 

professor emeritus up there, so I wouldn’t mind introducing 3 

you.  He’s in Colorado right now, so.  But he’s been with 4 

Embry-Riddle for 30 years and it’s a great school. 5 

PASSARELLI:  Yes sir. 6 

HARTMAN:  Commissioner Smyres. 7 

SMYRES:  Mike, I’m sure you’re familiar with the 24 8 

stipulations that staff is recommending? 9 

PASSARELLI:  I am. 10 

SMYRES:  And any of them going to be a problem? 11 

PASSARELLI:  No, not really.  I mean we talked to, 12 

you know, the engineer on some of this stuff and the flooding 13 

and the stuff like that.  It seems like that has to be done.  14 

As far as the stipulations on no aviation fuel, we don’t plan 15 

on storing any gas out there.   You know, free of litter and 16 

debris.  We want a clean area.  You know, all that stuff.  So 17 

yeah, I mean that’s – we don’t have an issue with any of them. 18 

SMYRES:  The stipulation of only single engine, does 19 

your fleet now consist of like Cessnas? 20 

PASSARELLI:  Yes. 21 

SMYRES;  Beechcraft (inaudible)? 22 

PASSARELLI:  Yes, in fact – 23 

SMYRES:  (Inaudible). 24 

PASSARELLI:  Yeah, the business model is designed 25 
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for a Cessna single engine airplane, so I’m going strictly 1 

after a flight school company is who I want to market to, so I 2 

don’t anticipate twins at my place.  The runway’s kind of 3 

short for that as well, so I wouldn’t anticipate that, no.  So 4 

I may want to – it says single engine aircraft, so I may want 5 

to get a helicopter down the road, get my helicopter license, 6 

so there may be a helicopter there as well, so. 7 

SMYRES:  Thank you. 8 

HARTMAN:  Commissioner Shear. 9 

SHEAR:  To answer the question about the flooding on 10 

Sunland Gin, it would have been four miles west of his 11 

location, and probably half a mile south where the Green 12 

Reservoir crosses Sunland Gin, so I don’t think you’ll have a 13 

flooding issue. 14 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  Commission Members.  Commissioner 15 

Member Ault, question? 16 

AULT:  Yes, Mr. Passarelli, I just have one question 17 

about your long range plans and possible agricultural 18 

practices.  Would you (inaudible) plans include the use of an 19 

Ag-Cat or some type of an aircraft for agrichemical 20 

application to your properties or adjacent properties? 21 

PASSARELLI:  Well, I have to be honest with you, I’m 22 

not a farmer yet, so I don’t know.  We’re looking at various 23 

crops out there for the simple reason is I don’t have water 24 

rights on the property, and so I’ve got to either look at dry 25 
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farming or we’re now looking at some of the hydroponic stuff 1 

that is out there.  So if we do the hydroponic stuff, I don’t 2 

anticipate any ag stuff like that.  If we do some dry farming 3 

and it works, I don’t know if we’ll have to do that or not.  4 

So hopefully not, you know, hopefully we don’t have to but I 5 

don’t know until we get farther down the road.  I wouldn’t do 6 

it out of my place, so to speak, if that’s what you’re asking.  7 

But a couple miles up the road there is an actual ag strip and 8 

the gentleman that I think does that is north of us, and we’ve 9 

– he’s kind of our neighbor as well, so I would probably10 

consult him on what would be the best thing to do. 11 

AULT:  So your plans would not include storage of 12 

any herbicides or pesticides on the property. 13 

PASSARELLI:  Not that I know of.  No.  Yeah. 14 

AULT:  Okay, thank you very much. 15 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  One question that hasn’t been asked 16 

is what flight path, the military usage airspace, what is your 17 

findings on that? 18 

PASSARELLI:  So we had a meeting with the air 19 

traffic controller, the main guy out there and – 20 

HARTMAN:  At Marana? 21 

PASSARELLI:  Yeah at Maran – well, he’s actually – 22 

he is at Marana, but he runs the Picacho Peak Tower out there, 23 

and so – his name is Gary Jones – and so after we sat down and 24 

discussed what we were going to do, he was fine.  So basically 25 
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the flight path is going to be just a basic normal left-hand 1 

patterns going into the runways, so it’ll be about a half mile 2 

out and we actually have a  drawing with him that they’ve 3 

okayed.  He – they’re – are you concerned about their flight 4 

plan affecting us or us affecting them, or what’s – I guess - 5 

HARTMAN:  Overall, both.  Overall. 6 

PASSARELLI:  So he says very rarely does his 7 

helicopters come over to where we’re at, and so we shouldn’t 8 

really be any factor, but we will be talking to them.  So the 9 

agreement with them is we contact them 30 minutes before 10 

departure so they know we’re getting ready to head out, we 11 

contact them once we’re in the air, and then we contact them 12 

two miles before we enter their airspace, let them know we’re 13 

coming in to land and they’ll give us weather information and 14 

any traffic alerts or anything like that.  So from a safety 15 

standpoint of view, I think it’s a win-win situation for both 16 

of us.  I prefer a second set of eyes looking at me while I’m 17 

in the air as well, letting me know whose around.  So yeah.  18 

Does that answer that? 19 

HARTMAN:  Yeah, that does pretty much.  That – 20 

basically it’s going to be a courtesy call, that you’re going 21 

to call – 22 

PASSARELLI:  Yes. 23 

HARTMAN:  The property people. 24 

PASSARELLI:  As long as they’re open.  They don’t 25 
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work on the weekends, so there’s no tower operations on the 1 

weekends and I think they’re only – they’re there until 2 

midnight.  But we won’t be using it after daylight hours 3 

anyway, so. 4 

HARTMAN:  All right, that sounds good.  Commission 5 

Members, any further questions?  Putrick, Commissioner 6 

Putrick. 7 

PUTRICK:  I just have one quick one.  You made some 8 

kind of mention about Nav-Aids, but you know, I can’t picture 9 

you doing any kind of any Nav-Aids for that airport. 10 

PASSARELLI:  Nav-Aids?  No.  The only thing we have 11 

is the Picacho Tower out there.  So we’ll be in contact with 12 

them coming in and out of the airspace.  As far as a Nav-Aid, 13 

we don’t, we don’t have any out there. 14 

PUTRICK:  Yeah, okay.  That’s all. 15 

HARTMAN:  All right, thank you.  We’ll turn it to 16 

the public and then we’ll have the right to call you back for 17 

any rebuttal, any ques – if anything comes up. 18 

PASSARELLI:  Thank you. 19 

HARTMAN:  Thank you.  All right.  And let’s call to 20 

the public.  Is there anyone that would like to come either 21 

for or against these two cases?  The PZ-PA-001 and the SUP-22 

002.  Yes ma’am if you would.  Come up to the podium and state 23 

your name, and also write down your address and name also. 24 

ELLIOTT:  My name is Alexandra Elliott and I 25 
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represent Mr. Pollack who is the neighboring landowner.  So 1 

this is going to be short, but at this time we’re still in the 2 

process of creating a final agreement. 3 

HARTMAN:  Turn the microphone a little bit to you, 4 

please.  Thank you. 5 

ELLIOTT:  This good?  Okay, this is going to be 6 

short.  At this time we are in the final stages of shoring up 7 

the final agreement between the parties, and as long as that – 8 

as long as everything goes through with that, and I think it 9 

should be next week as Mr. Passarelli was saying earlier, then 10 

we will have no objections to this project.  And I just wanted 11 

to get that on the record that as long as this private 12 

agreement goes through the way we’ve been talking about it, 13 

then everything should be good. 14 

HARTMAN:  All right, Commission Members, questions? 15 

SMYRES:  Where is the property that you’re 16 

representing in relation to – 17 

ELLIOTT:  It is, it’s the horse ranch. 18 

SMYRES:  Okay. 19 

ELLIOTT:  I can’t point it out quite on that 20 

(inaudible). 21 

SMYRES:  Okay. 22 

HARTMAN:  Is it – what is it, north, northeast or 23 

what direction of the property? 24 

DENTON:  It’ll be east. 25 
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HARTMAN:  East?  Okay. 1 

DENTON:  They’re right on their – the northeast 2 

corner of the property.  So if you look at the yellow outline, 3 

they’d be on that parcel that’s on the northeast corner of 4 

their property. 5 

SMYRES:  (Inaudible). 6 

HARTMAN:  All right, Commission Members, further 7 

questions?  Putrick, Commissioner Putrick? 8 

PUTRICK:  (Inaudible). 9 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  I commend you on working out the 10 

situation with your neighbors.  This is what we have to do a 11 

lot of times and it sounds good.  So you’re (inaudible) when 12 

it - Dedrick, when it goes further through Planning and 13 

Development? 14 

ELLIOTT:  Yes, it’s a private agreement entered 15 

between Mr. Passarelli and Mr. Pollack that we’re just shoring 16 

up and it’s in the final stages and it should be done by 17 

Monday. 18 

HARTMAN:  All right, that’s what I wanted to know, 19 

whether the County was involved in this agreement or what.  20 

All right, it’s very good.  Dedrick, any comments on that? 21 

DENTON:  No, other than they’ve been communicating 22 

with me, both parties, so we’re aware of it. 23 

HARTMAN:  All right, as long as there’s 24 

communication, that’s the main thing.  Okay, thank you. 25 
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ELLIOTT:  Yep. 1 

HARTMAN:  Is there anyone else that would like to 2 

come and speak before us on this case – on these two cases?  3 

If not, seeing none, we’ll close it to the public and turn 4 

back to the Commission for discussion.  Commission Members?  I 5 

personally feel that this is probably a wise land use.  You 6 

can go acre and a quarter or whatever and divide it up into 7 

lots and put a lot of little home sites out there legally and 8 

it’s along the Santa Cruz and there’s always the problem of 9 

flooding and I’m sure that Mike will have to build his pad 10 

area to – above the floodplain elevation, so I think that this 11 

probably a good use.  Further comments?  Putrick you were 12 

shaking your head yes?  The mic doesn’t pick that up. 13 

PUTRICK:  I just – I just agree with – I agree with 14 

you.  I know I can be – I didn’t say disagree, I said just 15 

agree.  Just so it’s clear.  But I’m a big fan of aviation and 16 

have been all my life, obviously, because I worked in it.  But 17 

I think that this kind of an operation, you’re right, is a 18 

perfect use for that and it doesn’t, it doesn’t essentially 19 

disturb the habitat, it doesn’t do, you know, all the, all the 20 

things that people might think, particularly with the smaller 21 

airplanes.  The – I wanted to mention when Mike said something 22 

about the – they got a no objection letter from the FAA.  In 23 

all my dealings with the FAA over the years, I always got a 24 

kick out of we never got approval from them, they usually gave 25 
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you a letter of no objection.  So they weren’t committing to 1 

anything, right?  So other than that, that’s all I had to say. 2 

HARTMAN:  All right, Commissioner Ault. 3 

AULT:  Yes, I appreciate you doing your homework, 4 

did an excellent job and gave the information that the 5 

Commission needed to make a sound decision about this.  The 6 

only thing I would caution is I didn’t see it anywhere in the 7 

package under consideration or any advice to you, you are 8 

adjacent to the Santa Cruz and yes it is (inaudible) drainage, 9 

but it is a riparian strip within a desert environment, a lot 10 

of birds and you know what birds and planes do when they get 11 

together.  So be careful. 12 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  With that, Commission Members, 13 

we’ll separate the cases here because we’ll have a motion on 14 

each case.  If you will PZ-PA-001-16.  Do I have a motion?  15 

Commission Members?  This is supposed to have been done, 16 

homework. 17 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I lost it too.  I lost it. 18 

HARTMAN:  Lost the cases? 19 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I got the stipulation.  I just got 20 

the staff summary.  Here it is, staff recommendation. 21 

HARTMAN:  Yeah.  IT’s on page 5.  Page 5. 22 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I’ll make it. 23 

HARTMAN:  Thank you, Mary. 24 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I recommend that the Commission 25 
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forward PZ-PA-001-16 and SUP - 1 

HARTMAN:  One at a time.  I know it says – 2 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  It says it both.  Can I do both?  3 

No?  Okay.  Okay, to the Board of Super - 4 

HARTMAN:  No. 5 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  So it’s just PZ-PA-001-16 to the 6 

Board of Supervisors with a favorable recommendation with the 7 

attached stipulations which are 24. 8 

DENTON:  There’s no attached stipulations with the 9 

Comp Plan. 10 

HARTMAN:  Yes. 11 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Only with the SUP. 12 

DENTON:  That’s correct. 13 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Okay. 14 

HARTMAN:  Okay, we have a motion of approval for PZ-15 

PA-001-16. 16 

SALAS:  Second. 17 

HARTMAN:  And a second by Commissioner Frank Salas. 18 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Okay.  Then I’ll make another - 19 

HARTMAN:  No, we got to vote. 20 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Oh, sorry. 21 

HARTMAN:  Okay, all those in favor say aye. 22 

COLLECTIVE:  Aye. 23 

HARTMAN:  Opposed?  Hearing none, unanimous vote on 24 

that case.  Now – 25 
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AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  So now I’ll make a motion on SUP-1 

002-16 to the Board of Supervisors with a favorable 2 

recommendation, with the attached 24 stipulations. 3 

HARTMAN:  Correct. 4 

SALAS:  Second. 5 

HARTMAN:  Commissioner Salas seconds the motion.  Is 6 

there any discussion?  If not, call for a voice vote.  All 7 

those in favor say aye. 8 

COLLECTIVE:  Aye. 9 

HARTMAN:  Opposed?  So say, hearing none, motion 10 

carried unanimously.  All right, Mike, good luck.  Let’s go. 11 

PASSARELLI:  Appreciate it. 12 

HARTMAN:  Hokey doke.  Our next cases are tentative 13 

plats, extensions of tentative plats.  There’s two cases in 14 

this case, S-026-05 and S-033-06.  With that, Dedrick if you 15 

will.  Mr. Denton. 16 

DENTON:  These are, like you said before, these are 17 

two separate cases, but we’re going to have one presentation 18 

for both cases and then you have to make a motion on each one 19 

of them.  To refresh the Commission’s memory of the history of 20 

this, this was continued from the August 20th P and Z meeting 21 

back in 2015.  The reason for the continuance was to allow the 22 

applicant sufficient time to explore the possibility of the 23 

City of Casa Grande annexing the property.  Since that time, 24 

staff, we haven’t heard anything from the City of Casa Grande, 25 
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Dedrick Denton

From: Daren Longfellow <longfellowfarm@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2016 2:57 PM
To: Dedrick Denton
Subject: Mike Passarelli

Hi Mr. Denton 
 
I own a property near the property purchased by Mike Passrrelli and manage the horse operations on the Land Farm, 
directly adjacent. I am very concerned by the proposal made by Mkke Passarelli. His description to us outside of the 
zoning meetings and his proposal seems to be very inconsistent. I have been kept informed of the negotiations to work 
with one of the neighbors to address concerns and was very disappointed to learn that he was unwilling to honor the 
terms of an agreement that they came to before the last zoning meeting. We are all very horse focused out at the farm 
and Mike has done nothing to address our concerns of noise, dust, growth, trap 
 
I would like to voice my objections by this written letter as well as in person at the next meeting. The objections are 
consistent with those outlined by Aaron Pollak, Pam & Butch Watson, and Marty & Merel Greany. We are all very 
concerned that Mr. Passerelli is not being honest or neighborly with his intentions. 
 
I can drop off a signed letter tomorrow if this email is not enough.  Thank you very much for your help and let me know if 
you need more from me than this email. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Dedrick Denton

From: Pam Watson <pamwatson711@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2016 10:46 AM
To: Dedrick Denton
Subject: Mike Passarelli

Dear Mr. Denton, 
 
I own 2 small parcels of property near the property purchased by Mike Passarelli. I reside on this property 5 or 6 
months out of the year. I am very concerned by the shifting statements made by Mr Passarelli and the multitude 
of changing proposed uses of his property. 
 
I would like to voice my objections, along with Aaron Pollack. These objections are outlined in the letters from 
his attorney Combs Gottlieb and MacQueen P.C. dated June 2, 2016 and Sept 2, 2016. I am not traveling to AZ 
until Oct, so I won't be able to attend the meeting on Sept 21 but I would like my objections along with my 
husbands to be noted.  
 
If this email does not suffice please let me know what you need from me.  I could print a signed letter and fax it 
to you and follow with a signed original by mail if necessary. I am very concerned that I have a neighbor who 
has been nothing but deceptive in his intentions and down right hostile when his lies have been exposed.  I am 
appealing to your integrity and good judgement in helping to resolve these matters.   
 
Thank you very much for your help and let me know if you need more from me than this email. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Randolph Y Watson III 
Pamela A Cravens-Watson 
4450 E Greene Reservoir Road 
Eloy, AZ 85131 
509-486-2843 
 
50 Warren Road  
Tonasket, WA 98855 
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When recorded return to: 
Clerk of the Board Office 
P.O. Box 827 
Florence, Arizona 85132   

 
 
 
 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. PZ-PA-001-16 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE PINAL COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPTING A NON-
MAJOR AMENDMENT TO THE PINAL COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP IN THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to A.R.S. Title 11, Chapter 6, et. seq. the Pinal County Board of 
Supervisors has authority to subsequently amend the Pinal County Comprehensive Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the requested non-major amendment by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission on September 15, 2016; noticed of said public hearing was 
published according to statutory requirements and a recommendation of approval received from 
the Planning and Zoning Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has held a public hearing, given notice of the 
public hearing pursuant to statutory requirements and considered the requested non-major 
amendment; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Pinal County Board of Supervisors hereby 
amends the Pinal County Comprehensive Plan Map in the unincorporated area of Pinal County, 
Arizona, by changing the land use map designation from Very Low Density Residential (0-1 
du/ac) to Secondary Airport on 118.7± acres described on attached Exhibit “A”: 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this non-major amendment shall take effect thirty-
one (31) days from the date of this Resolution. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED this 21st day of September, 2016, by the PINAL COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 
 
 
 
 

         
Chair 
           
                  

ATTEST:  
 
             
Clerk  
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EXHIBIT “A” 
 

 
Parcels: 411-32-025, 026, and 028 

025 

026 

028
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When recorded return to: 
Clerk of the Board Office 
P.O. Box 827 
Florence, Arizona 85132 

 
 

CASE NO. SUP-002-16 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

RESOLUTION  
 
 WHEREAS, THE PINAL COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION HAS 
RECOMMENDED TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, THAT A 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT (BE) GRANTED FOR THE PURPOSE DESCRIBED BELOW; ON THAT 
PROPERTY DESCRIBED BELOW; AND, 
  

WHEREAS, AFTER A PUBLIC HEARING AS PROVIDED BY LAW, THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS OF PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE ADOPTION OF 
SUCH RECOMMENDATION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR THE PURPOSE DESCRIBED 
BELOW WOULD BE IN THE BEST INTEREST AND WELFARE OF PINAL COUNTY. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA, THAT THE SPECIAL USE PERMIT IS GRANTED WITH THE 
STIPULATIONS ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT “A”. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:  See Exhibit “B” 
 
TAX PARCEL #:   411-32-025, 026, & 028 
 
PURPOSE:  To operate a private airstrip on an 118.7± acre parcel in the General Rural (GR) zone. 
 
 DATED THIS 21st DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2016. 
 
 

      PINAL COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
               

Chair of the Board 
                                 
                             

ATTEST:  
 
                  
Clerk of the Board 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
Stipulations (SUP-002-16) 

 
 
1) A Traffic Impact Analysis will be required to be submitted to the County Engineer at the 

time of Site Plan submittal for review and approval. The TIA shall comply with the 
current Pinal County Traffic Impact Assessment Guidelines and Procedures and shall 
be approved prior to the Site Plan approval; 

 
2) a drainage report will be required to be submitted to the County Engineer at the time of 

Site Plan submittal for review and approval. The drainage report shall comply with the 
current Pinal County Drainage Manual and shall be approved prior to the Site Plan 
approval; 

 
3) the drainage plan shall be in accordance with the current Pinal County Drainage 

Manual. The approved Drainage Plan shall provide retention for storm waters in an on-
site retention area; 

 
4) all Federal, State and County regulations shall be adhered to and all required 

approvals, plans, submittal documents and permits be submitted and obtained, 
including but not limited to, planning clearance, building, sewage disposal, right-of-way 
use permit, handling and disposal of waste water, air quality permit, security lighting, 
fire protection, landscaping, signage, etc.; 

 
5) the proposed airstrip shall not be for public use. Any change to this status, as defined 

by the Federal Aviation Administration and the Arizona Department of Transportation, 
will require a new Special Use Permit; 

 
6) any change or expansion of use shall require the approval of the Board of Supervisors 

under the procedures pursuant to Section 2.150.020 of the Development Services 
Code; 

 
7) all construction activity must conform to the Earthmoving Activity requirements of the 

Pinal County Air Quality Control District; 
 
8) the applicant shall provide dust abatement on the runway and parking areas 

satisfactory to the Pinal County Air Quality Control District; 
 
9) the runway shall be treated with a dust abatement product such as Gorilla -Snot.   
 
10) applicant/owner shall attend a site plan pre-application meeting with staff.  If staff 

determines that a formal site plan review is required, the applicant/owner shall receive 
site plan approval prior to operation in accordance with Chapter 2.200 of the Pinal 
County Development Services Code; 

 
11) all proposed outdoor lighting must conform to the applicable requirements of the Pinal 

County Development Services Code; 
 
12) the layout, design and set up and operation of the private airstrip shall be as shown 

and set forth on the applicant’s submittal documents and development plan; 
 
13) only single engine aircraft are permitted; 
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14) the number of flights shall not exceed 50 per month; 
 
15) operation of the facility shall be limited to daylight hours; 
 
16) commercial flights are prohibited and commercial operations are restricted to the 

maintenance of single engine aircraft; 
 
17) no storage of aviation fuel onsite; 
 
18) no more than nine aircrafts onsite. 
 
19) no signs advertising the use are permitted; 
 
20) all hazardous waste shall be disposal of by a professional environmental services 

company such as Safety-Kleen; 
 
21) applicant/owner shall submit proof of waste disposal service contract at the site plan 

pre-application meeting; 
 
22) the applicant shall keep the property free of trash, litter and debris; 
 
23) the permit is set for annual review beginning June 16, 2016; and 
 
24) violation of these conditions at any time may invoke revocation proceedings by the 

Pinal County Community Development Services Department.  
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EXHIBIT “B” 
Legal Description (SUP-002-16) 

 
 

Lots 1, 3, & 5 Amigo Estates, a portion of Section 21, T09S, R08E. 
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